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•  Multi-site demonstration and culturally specific 
service delivery models 

• The Latino SPNS Initiative’s goals are to: 
• Improve access, timely entry, and retention to quality HIV 

primary care  

• Adapt the transnational approach for interventions 
targeting HIV-infected Latino subpopulations in the 
U.S. 

Culturally Appropriate Interventions of 
Outreach, Access and Retention among Latino 
Populations 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This Special Projects of National Significance (SPNS) initiative, Culturally Appropriate Interventions of Outreach, Access and Retention among Latino Populations, is a multi-site demonstration and evaluation of culturally specific service delivery models focused on improving health outcomes among Latinos living with HIV disease. The initiative funds ten demonstration sites for up to five years to design, implement and evaluate innovative methods to identify Latinos who are at high risk or living with HIV and out of care or unaware of their HIV-positive status, and improve their access, timely entry and retention in quality HIV primary care. This initiative is one of the first public health adaptations of the transnational approach, with interventions targeting HIV-infected Mexican and Puerto-Rican people living in the US that are specific to their country or place of origin. 
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• Defined as “the processes by which 
immigrants forge and sustain multi-
stranded social relations that link 
together their societies of origin 
and settlement.” 

This is accomplished via practices and 
relationships that link migrants and 
their children with their place of 
origin, where these practices have 
significant meaning and are regularly 
observed  
Sources: Basch et al., 1994; Duany, 2011; Levitt et al., 2007 Basch et al., 1994;  Mouw 
et al., 2014; Basch, Schiller, & Blanc, 1994; Greder et al., 2009; Stone, Gomez, Hotzoglou, 
& Lipnitsky, 2005; Smith 2005 

 

Transnationalism  

7 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since the early 1990s, transnationalism has been adapted as a theoretical framework across various disciplines such as sociology and anthropology for undertaking research on immigrant populations.  It gained momentum because of its focus on the trans-border and transnational activities of immigrant populations.Defined as “the processes by which immigrants forge and sustain multi-stranded social relations that link together their societies of origin and settlement.” (basch et al. (1994, p. 6) in Levitt et al., 2007). Transnationalism refers to the varied means by which immigrants maintain connections with their place of origin while continuing to establish themselves in their place of settlement A Transnational life includes practices and relationships that link migrants and their children with their place of origin, where these practices have significant meaning and are regularly observed It is these ongoing connections with their place or origin that may impact the health and healthcare seeking behaviors of immigrant populations.   
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Transnational Practices  
Communication Travel 

Economic & Social 
Remittances 

Politics Activities and spaces that allow immigrants to remain 
connected to their places of origin 

Transnationalism is best represented by the cross-border activities, practices and attachments 
of immigrants and can include informal and formal social, political, economic, cultural, and 

religious practices 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transnationalism is best identified through the cross-border activities, practices and attachments of immigrants and can include informal and formal social, political, economic, cultural and religious practices. The most common forms of transnational practice that immigrants engage in to remain connected to their place of origin include: Communication:  A basic way in which immigrants maintain ties with their place or origin is through communication with relatives and/or friends and associates who live there.  Available technologies such as email, texting and Skype have helped to increase the frequency of this activity. Travel:  Maintaining social and familial ties may also involve traveling back home to visit family and friends, or providing assistance to family and friends to visit immigrants in their host community. Economic and Social Remittances:Money sent by migrants to their homeland may be used individually or collectively.  This money may support family members who stay behind; fund small and large businesses; support public works and social service projects in the receiving communities.Social remittances (e.g., ideas, norms, practices, and identities) may flow back from place of settlement to place of origin. Civic Engagement/Politics:  Migrants’ political transnational practices can include a variety of activities such as electoral participation, membership in political associations, parties, or campaigns in two different countries, or engaging in protest movements. In addition to these cross-border practices, there are activities and spaces in their host community that allow immigrants to remain connected to their place of origin.  These transnational activities and spaces may include social and commercial venues such as neighborhood associations, churches, restaurants, bars, or barber shops, or activities such as participating in local soccer teams.  
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Influences on Transnational 
Practices 
• Length of time in the U.S. 

• We know transnational practices 
decline over time, the longer 
individuals live in the U.S. 

• Generational impact 
• Transnationalism diminishes with 

each subsequent generations, but 
not uni-direction (2nd and 3rd 
generations can adopt 
transnationalism to reconnect with 
cultural roots).  

Sources: Greder et al., 2009; Pries 2004; Levitt et 
al., 2007 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Length of time in the U.S.Greder et al. (2009) found that Latino immigrants who most engaged in transnational activities were also those who had lived in the U.S. for the least amount of time. Those Latinos who had lived in the U.S. for the longest amount of time had the lowest amounts of engagement in transnational activities.Generational impact: Many scholars of migration now accept that transnational practices and attachments have been and continue to be widespread among the first generation, but far fewer think these ties persist among subsequent generations.  Clearly, transnational activities will not be central to the lives of most of the second or third generation, and they will not participate with the same frequency and intensity as their parents.  But the same children who never go back to their ancestral homes are frequently raised in households where people, values, goods, and claims from somewhere else are present on a daily basis. (Pries 2004)(Source: Levitt et al., 2007).
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Why is Transnationalism 
Relevant for this Initiative?  
• Impact on health and healthcare-seeking behavior 
• Benefit of transnationalism on life satisfaction and quality of 

life for immigrants 
• Greater understanding of the role that culture and migration 

play in a person’s ability to access and stay engaged in medical 
care 
• Culture and language can be facilitators, and not always 

barriers, when better understood 
 

• But what is the impact of transnationalism on HIV care? 

Sources: Greder et al., 2009; Kessing et al., 2013; Murphy & 
Mahalingam, 2004 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
More and more research is investigating and demonstrating the impact of transnationalism on the health and healthcare-seeking behaviors of immigrant. The impact in some cases may be negative.  However, some studies have also revealed a benefit of transnationalism on life satisfaction or quality of life of immigrant populations.  This initiative provides an opportunity to rigorously assess the impact of transnationalism on access to and retention in HIV care among Mexican and Puerto Rican HIV-positive populations.  We can assess, as part of this initiative, whether transnationalism is a facilitator or barrier to accessing and remaining in HIV care. This is the first attempt to systematically evaluate the impact of transnationalism on HIV care. 
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Demonstration Sites  
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Amy K Johnson, PhD & Roman Buenrostro 
AIDS Foundation of Chicago  

Transnational Practices and Linkage to Care: Lessons from the 
SPNS Latino Access Initiative  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Salud y Orgullo Mexicano 
The name of our project translates to  

“Mexican Health and Pride” 
 
 

 
Our program aims to remove barriers for men of Mexican 
descent by: 
● providing peer-based support for HIV+ men 
● increasing access to HIV testing  
● reducing HIV-related stigma 
● linking and retaining men in HIV medical care 
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Recruitment as Intervention 
Community level intervention  

• Social Marketing campaign 
• Initially designed to increase  
    awareness & decrease stigma 
• Revised to promote healthy living with HIV  

• retention in medical care 
• undetectable viral load 

• Re-imagined as a digital social marketing campaign 
Engaged community in development of recruitment materials 
Intercept surveys to assess the reach and impact of campaign 
Ongoing review of referral source into intervention  
 
 
 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using the transnational framework we used images and formats that draw on nostalgia for Mexico. Loteria is popular game played by all… 





Evaluating community intervention-  
Intercept Survey results  

 
Intercept survey #1, 2014: 
 
• Across 10 different locations, 115 people completed the 

intercept survey.  
• 25% of respondents reported that they had seen the ad.  
 
Once participants were shown the advertisement over half (51%) 

reported that they felt the ads were influential in reducing 
stigma related to HIV with 32% feeling neutral about the impact 
on stigma. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The intercept survey was used to evaluate the scope and reach of the social marketing campaign. The survey was conducted in 10 different geographic locations across the city within a 2 block radius of where the ad campaigns were placed.These short surveys explored whether or not participants saw the advertisements, what the message was, and if they felt the advertisements impacted stigma within the neighborhood and/or community. 



Evaluating community intervention-  
Intercept Survey results  

Intercept survey #2, 2015 
• Across 4 different locations, 204 people completed 

the survey 
• All participants identified as Mexican 
• 24% reported seeing the ad 
• After viewing the ad,  

• 51% reported the ad to be very influential in making 
someone comfortable with HIV testing 

• 50% reported the ad to be influential in reducing stigma 
around HIV 



Evaluating community intervention-  
recommendations  

• Overall campaign a success 
• Participants viewed the campaign as influential in 

reducing stigma, increasing testing acceptance 
• Increase number and placement of project 

advertisements 
• Ensure ads and branding is unique 
• Barriers to attending partner clinic 

• Location 
• Unknown  
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Digital Marketing 
Facebook- monthly average 540 clicks 
Adam4Adam- 280 clicks 
BoyAhoy- 230 clicks 
 
Two participants enrolled from digital  
Marketing efforts 
 
Engaged with over 60 people  
 
Made loteria card templates available 
For social media pictures  
 
 



 
•Language & Identity 

• Promotores are peers 
• Bilingual, Mexican, MSM, HIV+ 

•Intervention- living examples 
• Integrate immigrant stories into intervention sessions 

•Discussion & Reflection 
• Talking about if & how being Mexican impacts HIV 

care and living with HIV? 
• Access to HIV meds in Mexico? 
• Understanding & navigating immigration law 
• Disclosure  

 

Intervention: 
Transnational approach 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What are participants’ level of transnational identity? Making transnationalism a protective factorImmigration law, health care in Mexico, traveling and accessing medication What are the points of reference for participants regarding their health beliefs and health care seeking behaviors?Who in the lives of HIV+ participants knows their status? Do they dislose to tamily/friends in their place of origin?Help participants access their transnational connections to support their current HIV health care behaviors?How do you feel about your medical provider and the care you receive? We discuss how does being Mexican influence HIV medica l care? How you think about your health? Actions about HIV
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• 25 participants currently enrolled 
•63% are newly diagnosed 
•21% completed all 5 intervention sessions 
•Feedback about intervention is positive  
•Participants value promotores life 
experience and personalization of the 
intervention 

•Participants have been retained in care 
 

 

Intervention: updates 
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• 95% report Spanish as their first language 
• 95% were born in Mexico 
• 76% never travel to Mexico 
• 60% send money to Mexico regularly 
• 47% have regular contact with family in Mexico 
• ~50% report listening to Mexican radio, watching TV 

shows from Mexico and viewing web pages from 
Mexico  

Range of transnational experiences  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Large proportion of participants are undocumented, less are on Visas or have DACA
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• Focus groups  
• Newly diagnosed 
• Lost to care 

• Topics 
• Transnational themes 
• Barriers and facilitators to retention in care or engagement in 

care 
• Feedback on intervention structure & content 
• Exploration of sustainability 

Next steps …  
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Overview of Los Angeles County 
10.2 Million People Live in LA 
County. 

• 48.1 % are Latino 
• 75% of Identify as 

Mexican 
 

LACDHSP estimates over 59k 
people were living with HIV at 
the end of 2014.  
• 45% of PLWH in LAC identify 

as Latino 
• 83% of infections among 

MSM 
 41 % Latino 
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General Framework for Fuerza Positiva Linkage and 
Engagement in Care Model 

 Recruitment & 
Engagement 

• Identify and recruit 
eligible Latino MSM 
through social 
networks, social and 
clinical service 
providers,  HCT sites, 
and clients receiving 
services at APLA.  

 
 

 

Patient Navigation 

• Enroll HIV-positive patients of Mexican origin 
in program and obtain necessary consent 

• Utilize SBCM framework for intensive linkage 
case management.  

• Collaboratively identify and place client in 
appropriate HIV primary care medical home 
based on factors that include accessibility, 
range of services, and consumer preference 

• Provide additional intensive peer navigation 
support and psychosocial case management 
for patients facing specific barriers to care 
engagement 

Emotional 
Support 

• Provide initial 
retention support 
using the Hermanos de 
Luna Y Sol model 

• Provide a range of 
additional retention 
support services 
include individual and 
group counseling, 
extended case 
management, peer 
events, and community 
coalitions 

 
 

 



Recruitment & Engagement 
• In-reach (engaging agency staff and 

existing clients) 
• Venue-based outreach 
• Community partnerships 
 Service providers 
 Event producers 

• Social Marketing 
Print media 
Social Media 



In printed recruitment materials, FP subtly 
used the “Hecho en Mexico” logo (             to 
identify the men in the picture as Mexican. 
 

Recruitment Materials 



To evoke nostalgia, FP participates in the annual  
“Dia de los Muertos” event at Hollywood Forever 

 

Community Engagement 
 



Community Engagement 2 



Social Media 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi2vt_aldvOAhWM2B4KHQeICJIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.freeiconspng.com/free-images/facebook-logo-png-1&psig=AFQjCNEAsIme2qM2Ak7rVlkbprJixrzPpQ&ust=1472166493652926


Total Enrollment 56 

Self Identification 92% identify as gay 

Age range 25-61 

Primary Language 62% Spanish  

Program Results 



2016 NATIONAL RYAN WHITE CONFERENCE ON HIV CARE & TREATMENT 

Transnational Practices and Linkage 
Care: Lessons from the SPNS Latino 
Access Initiative 

Martha A. Guerrero, B.A. 
 Program Director 
Viviendo Valiente Program, AIDS Arms Inc. 
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AIDS Arms – Mission  

To combat HIV/AIDS in our community  

by improving the health and lives of individuals 

living with the disease and preventing its spread. 

AIDS Arms, Inc. 
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AIDS Arms - Services 
Primary Focus - Integrated programs and effective collaboration to: 
 

• Outreach to and test those at high risk for HIV  
• Provide education about HIV/STI prevention, risk reduction and 

treatment 
• Link HIV positive people to medical care and psychosocial 

services 
• Provide medical care, psychosocial support services 
• Ensure that HIV positive people are engaged, maintained in care 
• Build/sustain collaborations with partner agencies to ensure 

respectful care for clients 
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Viviendo Valiente Project Overview 

Importance of Viviendo Valiente 
 

 Latinos - 38% of 2,368,139 Dallas Co. population (Census, 2010) 

 Mexicans - 83% of Dallas Co. Latino population (Pew Hispanic Center) 

 Dallas area Latinos were most likely to receive late dx - 2005-09 (Ryan White, 2010) 

 36% - AIDS dx within one year of HIV dx (Ryan White, 2010) 
 29% - AIDS dx within one month of HIV dx (Ryan White, 2010) 

 
 

Mexican = 83% 

Other 
Latinos 
= 17% 

Core Objectives 
 

Identify and recruit HIV positive individuals of Mexican 
descent, 18 years of age or older 
Link and engage HIV+ individuals in care/treatment 
Remove barriers to HIV treatment 
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Intervention Description  

Service delivery setting  
• Dallas County 

Priority population  
• Mexican origin or descent, 18 

or older, living with HIV 

Staffing 
• 3 Promotores de Salud (PdS) 
• Data Management Specialist 
• Program Director 
• Program Evaluator 
• Principal Investigator 
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Recruitment and Retention Strategies 
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Individual Level Interventions 
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Transnational and Cultural Assessment Tool 

 

Multisystemic Therapy Assessment Conceptualized 
“Fit Circle” = System 
“Driver” = Elements related to a 
                   particular system (fit circle) 
 

Fit 
Circle 

Fit 
Circle 

Fit 
Circle 
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Transnational and Cultural Assessment Tool 

AIDS Arms, Inc. 
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Transnational and Cultural Assessment Tool 

AIDS Arms, Inc. 
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Transnational and Cultural Assessment Tool 
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Enrollment Numbers 

1 5 
11 

18 
26 

40 

51 

Target Total 120 

1 4 6 7 8 
14 11 
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Viviendo Valiente 2016 
Study Recruitment Tracking, as of 08/17/2016 

Total Recruited= 51 (43% of Total Target) 

Actual Total

Target Total

Actual per
Quarter

 
Program Year 3  

(2015-2016) 

 
Program Year 2  

(2014-2015) 

 
Program Year 4 

(2016-2017) 
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Overview 
1) Program Design 
2) Identification and Linkage 
3) Progress 
4) Next Steps 
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Program Design 
1) Incorporation of Mexican Cultural Components in Program 

Design 
• Conceptualizations of masculinity (machismo/caballerismo) 
• Personalismo 
• Fatalism 
• Familismo 

2) Transnationalism 
• Communication with family 
• Travel to Mexico 
• Economic remittances 
• Civic engagement 
• New and events 
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Program Design 
3) Program Components 

• 18 months of navigation services from Linkage Coordinator/Peer Navigation (LC/PN) 
• Translation services 
• Incorporation of Mexican transnational focus 
• Six one-on-one sessions described in a program manual  

1. Linkage to care 
2. Review of first medical appointment 
3. HIV medication adherence 
4. Engagement and retention in medical care 
5. Impact of stigma on treatment adherence 
6. Transition to self-managed medical care navigation  

4) Community Collaboration 
• Created MOUs with 7 different Federally Qualified Health Centers in Los Angeles 
• Identifying outreach locations in the community to engage Mexican MSM. 
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Identification and Linkages 
1) Outreach 

• Bars and night clubs frequented by Mexican MSM 
• Cruising spots 
• Mexican Consulate and Mexican community events 
• Facebook and social media 
• BIENESTAR programs/support groups 

2)   HIV Testing 
• 6 store front testing locations in Los Angeles 
• 3 HIV testing vans 

3) Linkage to Medical Care 
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Progress 
Participant Status Clients  

Newly diagnosed 36 (55%) 

Re-Engaged in Care 29 (45%) 

List of Referral Type Referrals 

Referral from BIENESTAR Programs 11 (17%) 

Outreach by LC/PN 4 (6%) 

Referral from Partner Health Organization 3 (5%) 

Self-Referral 19 (29%) 

Store Front/ Mobile Testing 24 (37%) 

Other 4 (6%) 

Country of Birth Clients 

United States 17 (26%) 

Mexico 48 (48%) 

Current Linkage to 
Care Rate, 89% 
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Progress 
Language of Interview  Clients 

English 20 (31%) 

Spanish 45 (69%) 

Number of Clients 
Age Clients 

18-29 15 (23%) 

30-39 28 (43%) 

40-49 13 (20%) 

50-54 5 (8%) 

55+ 4 (6%) 
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Next Steps 
1) Program ends August 31, 2018 
2) Enrollment goal: 150 individuals 
3) Publications and dissemination 

“Don't tell me the sky is 
the limit when there are 
footprints on the moon” 

-Brandt Paul 
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Contact Information 
• Amy K Johnson, PhD 

AIDS Foundation of Chicago 
AKJohnson@aidschicago.org 

• Jeff Bailey, MPH 
AIDS Project Los Angeles 
JBailey@APLA.org 

• Martha Guerrero 
AIDS Arms, Inc., Dallas TX 
Martha.Guerrero@aidsarms.org 

• Brendan O’Connell, MSW 
Bienestar Human Services, Los Angeles CA 
BOConnell@bienestar.org 

• Janet Myers, PhD, MPH 
Center for AIDS Prevention Studies, UCSF, San Francisco CA 
Janet.Myers@ucsf.edu 

mailto:BOConnell@bienestar.org


Questions? 
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