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Buprenorphine HIV
Integrated Care

Patient Eligibility

Schedule for “86BUP” or call  206-2452

Patient Referral Process

BeeHIVe
• Living with HIV/AIDS
• Seeking office-based treatment for opioid  

dependence, e.g., heroin, morphine, hydrocodone, 
oxycodone, methadone or other prescription 
opioids

• Receiving or willing to receive primary care at the 
UCSF Positive Health Program at SFGH

Clinical contraindications:
• Non-prescribed or chaotic benzodiazepine use
• Heavy alcohol use or dependence
• AST/ALT > 5x ULN
• If female, pregnant or planning pregnancy

Patients on methadone maintenance or prescription 
opioids for chronic pain syndromes may still be eligible 
for program services and will be carefully screened. 

• Consultation appointment with Beehive Nurse; 
schedule at Front Desk or call 206-2452

• Findings discussed with HIV primary care provider
• If clinically appropriate, first buprenorphine  

treatment visit is scheduled within one week
• Optional enrollment in UCSF-sponsored evaluation 

study:   Patient will be randomized to office-based 
buprenorphine treatment at Ward 86 or  the  
Outpatient Buprenorphine Induction Clinic  
(18th/Folsom)
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Buprenorphine HIV Integrated Care

BeeHIVe Clinic Procedures
Initial Consultation

Schedule for “86BUP” or call  206-2452

Treatment Stages 

Integrated Care

• Buprenorphine education and counseling
• Medical & substance use history, exam, and labs
• Program requirements and preparation, including  

pre-induction management of opiate withdrawal 
symptoms 

• Induction:  Patient receives first buprenorphine 
dose in an opioid-free state (12 hrs since last 
heroin, 48 hrs since last methadone).  Pt observed 
for relief of opioid craving and/or withdrawal.  
Additional doses may be given that day and to take 
at home.  

• Stabilization:  Titration to stable dose achieved via 
frequent but brief follow-up visits over 1-2 weeks.  
A stable dose achieves no symptoms of opioid 
craving, withdrawal, or excess.

• Maintenance: Stable patients are seen monthly; 
LFTs and urine toxicology monitored regularly. All 
patients receive substance use counseling  
and support. 

• Frequent communication between Beehive staff 
and HIV primary care provider  

• All Beehive visits and labs charted on HERO
• Expert consultation for acute / chronic pain issues
• Hands-on buprenorphine training available to all 

Positive Health Program providers 
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